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strength and weakness. Its weakness arises from its
complication. Both in its national and international
aspects the whole is absolutely dependent for its security
on the correct functioning of each of its parts. For
example, two hundred and seventy-one years ago the
Great Fire of London had relatively little effect on the
whole state of Great Britain ; if there was a " great
bombing " of London in 1940 and the capital city was
destroyed, it would wreck the national life. Within the
area of London itself, the physical existence of some
25 per cent, of the whole population of the kingdom
depends upon the activities of a handful of men engaged
in such key industries as transport and power. Inter-
nationally, as the world war and world crisis showed,
and other examples can be found in the pages of this
book, it is impossible for any national section of the
world's political or economic structure to collapse
without the disaster affecting to a greater or less extent
the whole system.
It is true to say that in the case of " Modern Civilization "
the margin between great success and great disaster has
been steadily growing smaller and smaller. There is no
comfortable pedestrianism about the products of present-
day life. The aeroplanes either cross oceans in a few
hours or crash in flames; the economic system either
collapses or booms; the people either travel more and
more extensively in more and more comfort or else they
fight a world war. This ended, a League of Nations is
created, but within twenty-five years the world resounds
with the din of preparation for the next war ! Modern
civilization is essentially unstable; it is like a wonderful
and luxurious liner with a low metacentric height and
small vanishing angle. A civilization of such a character